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(Continued from page 53.)

22, *DRotaurus lentiginosus—American Bittern.

An abundant summer resident, remaining until late in the fall.
Garvduner reported seeing a bird on the marsh Jan. 25 and Feb. 13,
1907, Undoubtedly breeds commonly.

a0

a2, *drdelta erxilis,—Least Bittern,

Cominon smmmer resident on the marshes, especially near the base
along the dyke, where the wetness and softness of the muddy bottom
is evidently to its liking, Migration dates on this species, especially
in the fall, are hard to get. The local name for the bird on the
Point is “Strike-fire,”” and under that name it was reported by the
shooters ‘Se]»t. 2, 1907, which gives us our latest date.

24, Fdrdea herodies.—Great Blue Heron.

A common summer resident. About four o'clock in the afternoouns,
both in spring and fall, numbers of them can be seen winging their
way from the marshes, where they have been spending the day, to
the stakes of the pound nets off shore on either side of the Point.
There they balance themselves awkwardly on the swaying ropes, or
stand statucesquely on top of the stakesx and take toll of the contents
of the nets, Nometimes nearly a dozen can thus be seen about one
net, and the fishermen regard the fish o taken as no small item. One
evening Taverner witnessed them making their way out to their usual
stand with the greatest difficulty, against a heavy head wind. Sev-
eral seemed unable to make it. and returned to content themselves
with what they conld find along the shore. The wind at this time
was blowing about sixteen miles an hour. Tt was evident that sueh
a wind is about the lmit, that the early fall birds at any rate can
make head against. In the early morning, Great Blue ITeron tracks
can be seen all over the sand of the eastern beach, though we have
<een hut few there during the daylight hours. So it seems that many
come to the shores in the night to feed. In early September we have
secn them rise up from the marsh in the daytime, when disturbed by
shooters, in llocks numbering a dozen or more individuals.

o=

30, Ardea cerulea?

Little Blue ITeron.

Sept. 22, 1906, we examined a white heron in the possession of Mr.
John Conover, then of Leamington. The bird. an old mounted one,
Was situated o as to he difficult of examination, but as far as we
could see it was pure white, without plumes and the legs were painted
«reen.  We therefore enter it under this lheading with a question
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mark, as not being absolutely identified., It was taken. according to
the owner, by a Mr. Dan Goyeau near the base of the Ioint in Sep-
tember, 1904, See Auk XXIV 129-40.

36, *Butorides vircscens—Green Heron.

The resident hunters call this bird the “Blue Bittern™ and seem to
be well acquainted with it. It cannot be a very common species or
we would have met with it oftener than we have. A great part of
the west side of the marsh is well covered with snitable bushes that
would form admirable places for them. We have met individoals
at various times of the spring and fall and secured one specimen
August 30, 1907,

37, *Nycticorar unycticorar wwrvius,—Black-crowned Night Heron.

Mr. Saunders reports that June 3, 1SS4, he saw “at least one on the
marsh.,” On the night of Sept. 15, 1906, we heard the hoarse croaks
of a bird flying out the Point along the shore that we were certain
proceeded from an individual ot this species. But it was not until
SNept. 2, 1907, that we were able to remove the Night Heron from the
hypothetical list when Bert Gardner brought one in that he bad killed
on the marsh while duck shooting. Tt was a juvenile bird and is
now in the collection of Mr. Taverner. Gardner says that he saw at
least a dozen of them. The next day he looked for them again, but
was able to find but one, which he was unable to secure.

ITYPOTHETICAL.

Some of the old residents tell us of “large white cranes™ seen near
the base of the DPoint years ago “as tall as a man.” \Also of cranes
feeding in tlocks on plowed fields at an equally early and vague date.
These descriptions point very closely to thie Whooping and Sandhill
Cranes, Grus americana and (. wmericana. The evidence, however, is
not sufficient to admit them formally to the lixt.

38, Rallus elegans—King Rail.

Observed by Saunders June 6, 18S4, and by Klugh and Taverner
Sept. 5, 1905, The “Big Virginia Rails™ spoken of by the local shoot-
ers must, from their description. helong to this species; if so they
are much more common than the few above records would lead
one to suppoxe. 1In fact there is no reason to suppose thewm less com-
mon lieve than on the neighboring St. Clair Flats, where they are
conmmon breeders, Gardner reports one in the marsh, apparently in
<ood condition, on Nov., 30 and Dec, 31, 1906.

39, Rallus virginianus,—Virginia Rail. ]

Observed May 21, 1906, and May 30 and 31, 1907. Our only fall
date is furnished by Keays, who noted two Sept. 19, 1901. Within our
sphere of operations it has been our experience that the Virginia
Rail is nothing like as common ax the Sora. Tt is undoubtedly a reg-
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utar breeder and perhaps furthier careful work in certain portions of
the marsh will prove it to be more abundant than our present data
leads us to suppose,

40, #=Porzana carolina—Sora Rail.

A common sunimer resident and breeder.  Rept, 19, 1906, we found
certain parts of the marsh alive with them and both juveniles and
adults rose readily from the grass, The shooters call it the *“Little
Rice Bird." Gardner reports that hie saw no more after Oct. 9, 1906.

41, *Gallinula gulenta —Ilorida Gallinule,

This species, called locally “Rice Bird.” ix & common sunnmer resi-
dent, and without doubt breeds,  Our latest record is one reported by
Gardner Oct, 9, 1906,

42, #Fulica americand—Xmerican Coot,

Likely a few breed as we have noted them on all spring visits as
late as May 30 (1907), and in the early fall, Sept. 2 (ISN'»T). During
October their numbers are very largely augmented by the migrants,
when large beds of them are to he observed in the center of the
ponds, and every little mud hole in the marsh contains several or
many.

43, FPhilohele minor—.Xmerican Woodcock.

A common migrant and undoubtedly a regular breeder. IFrom the
reports of the shooters and our own experience we judge that the
number gradually increases the latter end of August until the end of
the month, when the vast majority of them leave. We have never
found many of them in September, though from Angust 24 to 31, 1907,
they were very common. Sept. 1 they were all gone, and though we
stayed until the Gth, no straggelers were seen.

41, *Gallinayo delicata—Wilson's Snipe.

RReported by the residents to he a common migrant. Ilirst fall date,
Sept. 19, 1906, Oct, 13 of the =ame year they were reported very
common and the next day along the edges of the Lake Pond we saw
about twenty and took several. Gardner reports having seen ocea-
sional individuals during the sammmer months, and a breeding record
would not sarprise us greatly.

45, #Tringa cunutus,—IKnot.

SNept. 15, 1906, on the eastern beach, Taverner secured an immature
male Knot.  May 30, 1907, he took another, an adult male thix time,
in very nearly the same place. bhut on the marsh side of the sand dune.
A little later in the day, two miore were seen flying by, but were not
secured. Both the above birds are in Mr. Taverner's eollection num-
bered 365 and S67 respectively.
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46, *Actodromas maculata —Pectoral Sandpiper.

Mr. Saunders took this species in September, 1882, and again in the
same month of 1900. Taverner took two of three seen on the mud
in the marsh near the east base of the I'oint, Oct. 29, 1905, and we
observed the same number in the same place, Oct. 15, 1906, This
species does not favor sand beaches as a rule, but is more often
found on mud flats,

47.  *Actodromus bairdii,—Baird's Sandpiper.

Mr. Saunders says: “On Sept. 19. 1900, I saw four Baird’s Sand-
pipers on the east beaclh, of which we got one or two.” This remained
the sum total of onr knowledge of this species on the I’oint until
August 24, 1907, when we found it almost common. IEvery hunch,
nearly, of small waders that we saw contained one or more. e
never found them in fHocks by themselves, but always a few individ-
uals mixed in with other species. After the 2Gth they began to thin out
with the rest of the waders. and the last was seen August 31. They
were easily distinguished fronr the Least and Semipalmated Sand-
pipers, when associated with them, by their superior size. and the
more general and even suffusion of buffy on the throat and upper
breast. In general appearance they seem to be about half wayv Dbe-
tween the Least and Pectoral Sandpipers, though the breast colora-
tion is softer, less streaked and more buffy and general than either.
We secured a number-of specimens.

48, = Aetodrowas minwvtilla,—ILeast Sandpiper.

We have noted this little sandpiper much more commonly in the
spring than in the fall; indeed, it seems to be one of the earliest fall
migrants, arriving in this Iatitude early in the first week in July, and
but a few stragglers remaining after the first of September. Our Sep-
tember dates are all for a few singles seen early in the month, and
even when we arrived on the Ioint, August 24, 1907, there were but
few individuals in company with other small waders, and none were
seen after the 2d of September. It is always diflicult to separate this
species from the Semipalmated Sandpiper in life. but when they are
both together close attention will reveal the inferior size, redder back
and darker breast ot the Least. Without doubt this species is a reg-
nlar and common migrant at both seasons at the I’oint, as it is at
Detroit.

49.  *Pelidne alpina .s-u7.‘]1aliu(1,—¥Re(l-l):li~l<(l(l Sandpiper.

Observed by Saunders as late as June 10, 18S4, and by us May 13,
1905, when about eleven were seen along the shores of the Lake Pond.
May 20, 1906, we saw one, and again another single May 31, 1007, Itisa
late migrant, hoth spring and fall, and is likely both regular and com-
mon in its occurrence at the Point. We have met it but once in the
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211, Oct. 15, 1906, when about twenty were seen on mud banks in the
Lake I'ond. RNeveral were taken at this thme.

S0, *Ercunctes pusilhis.—Semipalmated Sandpiper.

The commonest wader.on the beach in the fall. When we arrived
on the Doint Angust 24, 1907, we tound tloeks already there aggregat-
ing hundreds. After the 26th their numbers decreased, until after
the 30th, when but isolated bunches of from a couple to seven or eight,
mingled together with Remipalmated Plover and Sanderling, were
met with scattered along the shore, This ix about the same nunerical
condition that we have found on other September trips of the two pre-
vions years, aud so they continned to our latest dates for the month.
Nept, 22, 19¢6,  We saw none Oct. 15 of same year. At Detroit, the
Semipalmated Sandpiper arrives in the fall about the last of July and
leaves the last of August. 1t ix likely the same at Point DPelee,
though as above indicated, a number of individuals linger well to-
wards the end of September. In the spring we have but one good
record, Saunders reports it from fhere June 5, 1884 May 30, 1907,
we siaw several individuals that we thonght were this species, but the
conditions of observation were o poor and the chances of mistake so
areat that we could not be at all certain of our identification. It is
likely a late spring migrant here as at Detroit, arriving the latter end
of May and departing the first week of June.

51, *Calidris arenaria,—Sanderling.

It seems evident that the laxt days of May are the times to look
for this beantifnl little wader. Saunders found it there May 230, 1884,
and again the same date in 1907 it was ¢uite common on the east
beach., It has been noted on all September trips. and was very com-
mon Angust 24, 1907, though together with most of the other sniall
waders present then, it mueh decreased in numbers after the 30th,
We saw two as late as Oct. 15 (1906G).  This is one of the most inter-
esting of the sandpipers. Unlike most of the waders it is frequently
seen some distance from the water line and on top of the dunes on the
dry sand, thongh its usnal station is just at the water's edge, ranning
forward after each receding wave and nimbly back again just in time
to escape being overwhelmed by the next succeeding breaker. They
run with great rapidity over the sand and sometimes prefer that
method of escaping to fight., At such times it takes a sharp and well
sustained pace to walk them down. At times they are absurdly tame,
and at one time allowed us to approach within sheoting distance and
to collect all of a buneh of three, one at a time, the survivors showing
not the slightest alarm at the successive reports of a heavy twelve-
cange gun. On the wing, the black and white of their plumage shows
up in striking contrast, and when in the hright sunlight they pass over
the green water they make a rarely beautiful sight.



TAVERNER AND SWALES, ON BrIrps oF PoiNT PELEE. 87

We éxpected to find adults present the latter end of August, but
wlhen we arrvived at the Point August 24, 1907, all secured were in
juvenile plumage. Saunders thought he saw a couple with the red-
dish breast of the adult bird, but was unable to secure them and no
more were noted. Tt is well known that the older individuals of this
species arrive early in the fall and generally depart before the first
of the juveniles arrive.

52, *Limosa haemastica—Hudsonian Godwit,

May 13, 1905, Taverner took a high plumaged male Hudsonian
Godwit along the strip of clear water that separates - -the sand dune
from the marsh., It stood bunched up under a small bush with its
feet just wet with the lapping of the water, uttering a series of short,
sharp “cheeps” that first attracted our attention to it. See Auk,
XXITI11, 535.

53, *Totanns melanolencuns.—Greater Yellow-legs,

We have seen but two of this species on the Point. Both killed by
Gardner on the marsh, Sept. 3 and 14, 1906, The shooters speak en-
thusiastically of the “big Yellow-legs” they shoot on the marsh in
October. No doubt it is a regular and common migrant, though fewer
in numbers than the next species.

54, Flotanus flavipes—Yellow-legs,

We have only met this species in early September, our earliest date
being the 1st, in 1907, and the latest the 19th, in 1906. This gives
very little idea of their migrational movement as they arrive at De-
troit the second week of July, and by the first of August ave present
in great tlocks. The bulk of them seem to leave about the first of
September.

55, *Helodromas soliterins—Solitary Sandpiper.

We have met but single individuals of this species on the Point in
various September visits, viz. the 11th and 16th, in 1905, and the 6th,
in 1907. Saunders also saw one the latter year, August 28. Both the
latter were observed in a drainage ditch at the base of the Point. In-
deed, P’oint Pelee is not ground suitable to their tastes at all, and un-
less some are to be found on the mud banks seattered through the
marsh through July and August their occurrence at all is likely ac-
cidental.

56.  *Tryngites subruficollis,—Bulf-breasted Sandpiper.

August 29, 1907, Taverner took a male at the extreme end of .the
final sand spit at the eund of the Point. It was in company with a small
bunch of Semipalmated Sandpipers and Sanderling. It seemed quite
tame and was easily secured. It is numbered 924 in the collector's
collection. .
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57, *letitis macularia,—Spotted Sandpiper.

A conunon summer resident and breeder. In June, 1884, Saunders
found thig species breeding so abundantly on the west shore, *“T'hat
a short walk was nearly sure to flush one from the nest.” Unlike all
the other waders that occur on the I'oint it is at all times of its oc-
currence as connmon on the west shore as on the east. We have al-
ways found it in numbers in May, but our fall visits have usnally
been a little Jate to find more than the stragglers, Sept. 3 to 18, 1905,
we saw from two to four daily. In 1906 it was common from the 1st
to 3d, but from the 15th to 22d, our later visit, we saw but a couple the
first date and one the 21st. There were quite a number present from
Angust 24 to the end of the month, in 1907, but after that it was but
stray individuals and couples that were noted. Omne of these last was
caught in the hand by Mr. N. \\. Wood, being incapable of sustained
flight, On dissection nothing could be discovered to account for such
1 condition except that it was so abnormally fat that the conclusion
was almost forced npon s that it was too fat to fly.

58S, Numenius hudsonicus?>—(Hudsonian?) Curlew,

The residents tell ns of the flocks of Curlew that visit the end of
the Point in June. Saunders records Curlew in June, 1884 ; and May
50, 1907, he and Taverner saw a flock of 15 on the east beach. No
specimens have heen secured and the exact specifie designation of the
individuals seen remains in doubt, As SKannders says, “The IMTudson-
ian has always been an abundant migrant on a certain few days in
the spring, at favored localities, and the other (Long-billed) always
rare.”  Further researches have convinced us that we would be war-
ranted in putting the casxe in even stronger language than thix, and
the probability, almost amounting to certainty, ix that these are 1Tud-
sonian Curlew, but until specimens arve actually examined the species
must be regarded as hypotheical.

59, FSqualarola squatarola,—BDlack-bellied Ilover.

A common fall migrant. We have no record of its oceurrence in
spring.  We have found numbers of Black-hellied Plover on the beach
and the mud bauks of the marsh on all Reptember visits, and took one
Oct. 15, 1906, Sept. 15, 1905, five or six were observed with black
nnderparts and the next day Klugh saw a couple more in like plumn-
age; but it was not until August 25, 1907, that any such specimens
were taken, Tor the first three days after this date all seen were in
varying stages of the blaeck phase. Then a white-helly was taken and
the black ounes decreased in numbers until the 29th, when the Iast one
wis observed: atter which all were white underneath. Tn conmon *
with most ot the waders the adults seem to arvive in the fall eavlier
than the juveniles, and to leave first, 1t is rare to find a straggling
adnlt after the rest of its kind have left, hut the younger hirds often
linger on for a long time after their elders have gone, This species is
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readily distinguished from the Golden Plover in life by its black, in-
stead of gray, axillaries that in flight stand out prominently from the
general gray of wings and sides; and the rather prominent white
rump that in certain conditions of flicht is very noticeable.

60. *Charadrius dominicus,—American Golden Plover.

We have met the Golden I’lover but twice, both times in the fall,
Sept, 15, 1905, and Sept. 19, 1906. Gardner reported seeing eight on
the marsh Sept. 2, 1907. This completes the record for ‘the Point to
date. The shooters tell us that in October great numbers are found
on the marsh, and though we can not always tell which of the two
large plover are referred to, the time is more in keeping with the hab-
its of the Golden than the Black-bellied, as it seems to be a much
later migrant in the fall than the other.

61. *Ouxycchus vociferns—XKilldeer,

The Killdeer is not a common bird on the I’oint itself, though they
seem usually comimon on the mainland near the base. In our Septem-
ber visits we usually sce or hear one or two every day. They seldom
alight on the beaches or mingle with the other waders found there.
They undoubtedly breed on the cultivated fields at the base.

62, * Lgialitis semipalinata,—Semipalmated Plover.

We have but two or three records for this species in spring. In
May, 1884, Saunders met it on the Point, May 20, 1906, three, and
May 20, 1907, we saw two. During all fall trips, however, it has been
plentitul. Oct. 29, 1905, Taverner tock oue. All fall birds so far
seen or taken have been juveniles with the black of the head and
breast replaced with dingy brown. We expected, August 24, 1907,
when we arrived at the Point, to find the adults still there, but were
mistaken., At Detroit the adults go through about the middle of Au-
gust and do not stay long. As a rule two weeks covers their sojourn,
but it is seen as in other species, that the younger individuals linger
much longer than the adults. As a rule they occur on the heaches of
the Point in little groups of three or four in company with Semipal-
mated Sandpipers and Sanderling, and no wader group is complete
without one or more.

3. *Tgialitis mecloda—DPiping Dlover.

No wader is wor could be more daintily pretty than this little spe-
cies. Its delicate, tasteful coloration, combined with its clear whistled
pipe as it flies out over the blue water, and from which it has taken
its name, make a rare combination that. together with the smooth
beaches upon which it runs, and the adjoining waters reflecting the
blue skies overhead, arouses a sentimmental interest more lively than
any other shore bird is eapable of awakening. 1t is a common summer
resident and regular breeder on the east beach. We have found them
there on each May visit and usually discovered nests and eggs. The
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nest i merely a shallow depression in the =and and is usually placed
among the small stones that occeur on the top of the dune where the
last great storm has washed thenm,  They arve inveterate nest builders.
AMay 13, 1905, we counted forty-five nest-like hollows made by one
paiv of birds. Though the labor is nothing like as great, in point of the
nuniber of nests, this bhird has the nest-building mania of the Marsh
Wrens beaten all hollow,  Thix diate we found no egex, but previous-
Iy Saunders took them May 30, TSSE and May 24, 1887, and a few days
later observed a young bird. May 20, 1907, Saunders found two sets,
one of four and the other one. 'The speeies leaves carly in the fall
and is usually gone hy the fivst of September, as hefore 1907 we never
met the species on our tall trips.  Aungust 21, however, ol that year we
found a number mingled with the other small waders on the beaches.
All seen then or later were juvenilex, as the adults had already gone,
The last seen were Sept, 20 Strangely enough Raunders reports that
on the oceasions of his early visits in 1882 to ST, all breeders seen
had the divided breast hand of the type form, while of Iate years all
have been attributal to the vaviety circuwcinctu, We are awsre that
this subspecies has heen discavded by the comunittee on nomencla-
ture, but it is interesting to note that there has heen this change in
the type of coloration of the-species in this locality in late years. The
fall birds taken in 1907, however, all show the divided band: though
thisx is likely the result of juvenility.

64, Fdrenaria morinelle.—Ruddy Turnstone.

A regnlar migrant and Tikely a more or less conimon one hoth spring
and fall, Saunders took one June 5, 1884 ; and May 30, 1907, we noted
and took several. 1n the fall we have met them at various times he-
tween August 24, 1907, and Sept. 16, 1906, They were far more com-
mon in 1907 than any other fall that we have heen on the 1’oint, and
for the first few days a couple or so were always to he seen with the
larger flocks of other waders. Drevious years we had only seen sin-
ale individuals.  They are a little more suspicious and difficult to
approach than the other inhabitants of the heach, and it took careful
stalking to secure what we did. 1In life their superior size when
mixed in with other waders is not so striking as one would suppose
from the written measurements or a comparison of their skins.

65, Colinus virginienus.—DBob-white,

Saunders states, “Not very common in 1884, although found nearly
to the end of the Point, at lcast as far as fhe cualtivated lands
reached.” TPersonally we have never met it on the Point proper,
though that is likely the result of our not working the more culti-
vated sections. Keays noted but one Sept. 19, 1901, and we flushed
a couple on the mainland near the base May 13, 1905, Sept. 20, 1906,
Saunders saw ten near the dyke, and August 20, 1907, and Gardner
reported a covey of about thirty. The local sportsimen tell us that it
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was tformerly an abundant bird and that still a few coveys frequent
the edges ot the clearings. 'Fhie Quail did not seem to suffer during
the rigors of the winter of 1903-04 in this section of Ontario as they
did in adjoining localities in Michigan.

EXTINCT.
Bonasa winbhellus—Ruffed Grouse.

Old residents tell us that the Partridge was once a very coluion
game bird on the Point, but now none have bheen seen for years. This
woodland bird cannot stand civilization as the Bob-white does and
is now only to be found in the deepest parts of the more extensive
woods. There are no such woods on the Point and they are getting
searcer and scarcer in the adjoining country as their sites are being
cleared up aud made into corn and wheat fields,

LXTINCT.

Meleayris galloparo—Wild Turkey.

Formerly the Wild Turkey was exceptionally common in Southern
Ontario. Gardner states that they were numerous on the PPoint in his

memory and the last one taken he connects with certain births and
marriages and gives the date as about 187X,

EXTINCT.

#[etopistes nigratorius,—Passenger Pigeon.

The older residents remember the vaxt flocks of I’igeons that once
migrated through the Point. They were still more or less conimmon in
1882, as Saunders says, “In 1882, my stay there extended through the
last days of August, and a week or so in September, and during that
time we often saw small flocks of IPassenger Pigeons, running up to
perhaps fifteen or twenty. They would rush up the I’oint or down.
as the case might be, at a speed which was all their own, and which
is rarely equaled, to my way of thinking, by any other bird. I have
one specimen from that trip. although we shot several. It is a male,
labeled August, 1882

66, Zenaidurae maerowra.—Mourning Dove.

We have never found this a common species though we have met
individuals during all our trips in May, September, and October.
Gardner reported several that remuained throughout the winter of
1906-07, frequenting the vicinity of the barn yvards.

67,

May 20, 1906, two vultures flew directly over our heads near the
end of the Point. It may prove to be a not uncomnion species, as we
have what seem to be pretty well autheuticated reports of a pair that
are regular summier residents near Harrow, about fifteen miles west of

Cathartes aura,—Turkey Vulture.
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the Point and a few miles inland. The birds we saw were flying very
Jow and we had a magniticent view ot their wonderful flight.

GS. FCircus hadsonicus,—Marsh llawlk.

A connnon liawlk, and seen almost every day on all our visits, beat-
ing slowly over the marsh-lands or soaring over the woods. It was
still common Oct, 15, 1906.  Gardner observed them during the win-
ter of 1006-07, Dec. 1, Jau. 25, Ieb. 13 and 23, \s early as March 9
we saw two old Dlue adults beating over the still frozen marshes and
the snow covered meadows,

6O * tecipiter relor—Sharp-shinned Tlawk.

The most interesiing phenomena we have observed at the Point
centers about this bird. We have met this species only occasionally
on our May trips, but in the fall there is a truly astonishing tlight
composed almost entively of juveniles. This flight seems to be a reg-
ular annual occurrence and is looked for and expected hy the resi-
dents, Naunders first saw the flight in 1882 and deseribed it to us in
such glowing terms that it sounded like exaggeration. Iowever, on
Sept. 10, 1905, we saw for ourselves and only wondered at the re-
straint that he had used. Since then we observed the same thing in
190G, and our latest reports from Gardner. the middle of September.
1907, advises us that like conditions prevail again.  Our carliest
Sharp-shin date is August 30, 1907, 1n 1906 we saw one Nept. 3, and
the year previous there were some numbers present on our arrival
Sept. <.

After the coming of the first in the fatl their numbers steadily in-
creaxed until from six to a dozen can be noted in & day, which in
most localities would be aceounted common. Then there came a day.
Nept. 11, 1903, and Sept. 15, 1906, when the morning’s tramp found
Sharp-shinsg everywhere.  As we walked through the woods their
dark forms darted away between the tfree trunks at every few steps.
Just over the tree tops. a steady stream ot them was beating up and
down the length of the Point, while in the air they could often be dis-
cerned at every lieight until the highest looked like a mote tloating
in the light. .A\s concrete illustrations of the number present:—In
1905 we stood in a little open glade and at various times of the day
counted from twenty-five to thirty in sight at one time and Saunders
writes, “When I saw the flight in 1882 it was probably even greater
than in 1905, There were more Sharp-shins than one would suppose
were in Ontario. and one day my brother and I stood thirty paces
apart, facing each other. with double-harrel, brecch-loaders, and for
a short time the hawks passed so thick that we had to let some go
by winmolested beeause we conld not load fast enough to fire at each
as it came.” A farmer told us of sitting in his front yard one after-
noon amd shooting fifty-six without leaving his chair.

Early in the morning of the arrival of the flight there seems to be
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some regularity in their movements, Iirst thiere is a steady stream
out the I'oint, then it flows back again towards the base and then out
agaiu. This movement, however, is not very marked and by ten or
eleven o'clock it is lost entirely and it is every bird for itself. Thix
great abundance lasted, in 1905, three days, and the next year four.
when they gradunally bezan to thin out, though to the Iatest of our
stay (the 22d, in 1906), they still remained more than common, and at
least fifty could Dbe observed in a day. All this time there was a
steady stream flving across the lake towards the Ohio shore.
Near the extreme end of the DToint is a wooden observatroy
tower built by the U. 8. Lake Survey for the purpose of making ob-
servations on the changes of the shore contour. It is about fifty feet
high, and stands with its base in the red cedar thicket whilst the
platform rises well above all surrounding foliage. On this vantage
point Saunders and Taverner took their stand the 1S8th. and with
watch in hand counted the Sharp-shins fhat passed, nearly all within
gunshot. From 11 :24 to 11 :54, 281 passed us, 207 making for the end
of the Point and 74 returning, making 133 that started across the Iake
within half an hour. As far as we could make out without remain-
ing on the spot the whole time this rate was kept up all day and
every day of the greatest abundance of the species. The 13th was the
last day of the great flight in 1905, but Swales, driving into Leaming-
ton. five milex from tlie hase, found them as common the whole way

between as they were on the Doint ttself. As lie drove along every
field had its gquota of hawks and at times every fence post supported
one. Iiven in the bhusiness section of Leamington he saw a number.

The hawks were very bold and fearless, dashing hy us often so
closely that we could feel the wind on our cheek from their wings.
Quite often it happened, once three times in one day. that just as we
had our guns aimed at a bird we wished to collect. there was a swoop
of a dark Dbody, a few choked twitterings from the victim, and our
intended specimen was carried off in the talons of a rapacious lit-
tle freebooter. The effect of this great abundance of hawk life upon
the smaller birds and mammals was very marked, and they kept in
close covert. The Blue Jay could hardly be made to forsake its
grapevines, and when at last forced to do so glided swiftly
and silently to the nearest cover, reserving expression of ‘its pent-up
feelings until within safe recesses again. The Brown Thrasher and
Towhee preferred to slink deeper within their tangle, on our approach,
than to seek a new one; and the Red Squirrels overhead hurriedly
gathered what nuts they conld and scurried away to their hollow
trees, refraining from scolding us until satfe within their woody fast-
nesses again.  When, however, forced into the open by hunger the
first sight of a hawk caused many of the small birds to “freeze” in-
stantly and then they would remain absolutely still nntil the imime-
diate (laﬁgel' had passed, and in all cases noted such Dbirds were
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passed by unseen. Indeed it seems that hawks and, in fact most other
birds, recognize life almost entirely by its movement and not by its
form and color, .\ perfectly stationary object is usually regarded
as inanimate and we have xeen a hawk pass right by a tlock of Ce-
dar Waxwings in the top of a dead and bave stub when they thus
“froze.”

At times the Jays zeemed thorvoughly to enjoy conditions and de-
lighted to get in the middle of a sate thicket and “jay™ their loudest.
No sooner was the first note uttered than a hawk was on hand dodg-
ing around the retreat in the wildest fashion, while the jay within
shrieked with well feigned fear, but apparent delight. Iu fact the
Blue Jay ix a canny bird, aud though the remains of other species
were commonly met with, scattered over the ground around some lit-
tle knoll or log, we recognized their blue plumage bnt once, The
tHicker too, fared well, though subject to constaut attack from the
ferocious little Aecipiters. "They did not even curb their voices as
other hirds did and, thongh frequenting the most exposed dead tree
tops, seemed the most care tree of any of the birds, Many times we
saw a hawk strike at them, but each time just when we thought it
was all up with the flicker there was a little seramble to the other
side of the trunk and the hawk was sailing away to make another
strike. But it was a one-sided game. The tlicker had but a cirele of
a few inches to desceribe and the hawk one of many yards, and never
to our knowledge was the flicker one instant too late,

The loss of life at suell times must be iimmense.  We were contin-
ually tinding the bunches of scatterced feathers that marked where
some songster had met its end. During the first few days before the
heavy flight the cuckoos suffered most severely, but the main body
of hawks scem to follow the migrating Olive-hacked and Grey-clhiceked
Thrushes and they formed the staple food supply during the height
of the tlight, though we recognized Towhees, Red-eyed Virveos, Drown
Thrashers, Chipping Sparrows, Wood Pewees, various Warblers, and
Catbirds amid the debhris.

I spite of all this, however, most ot the hawks collected had empty
stomaehs, likely the well fed ones were those that circeled high in the
air, while the ones that fell to our guus were the hungry hunters,
made hold by their hunger. Nearly, if not quite, all of the birds
composing this flight are young of the year, Of the 281 observed
from the tower all hut two or three of them were positively made
out to be in thix plumage, while the others were viewed under snch
conditions of light and distance that no definite determination could
be made.  All taken were also Juvenile: in fact the only adult we
ever took at the Point was one taken Nept, 5. 1907, and hefore the
tflight had started. .

Moxt bivds migrating from Toint P’elee make for Pelee Island that
lies in full view out in the lake. hut neither the Sharp-shin nor the
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other hawks do o, Instead they take a course nearer the OId immy
Licght and well to the east of the island, As far as we could discern
their forms with our glassex they followed a straight and undeviating
conrse that would land them on the Ohio shore szome four or five
miles to the east of the city of Sandusky. It wonld be most interest-
ing to work this shore at the right season and see just where they do
enter Awmerican territory.

On the mainiand the flight seems to come tfrom the east. Saunders
cays, “Since then (1882) 1 find it well known by the farmers that
there is a hawk flight (of these birds no doubt) west along the north
shore every year.” [t is certain that it must take a large area of ter-
ritory to furnish this great number of hawks on migration, and it is
an indieation ot the extent of country drained by this migration route.
We have also heard that there is a return flight in spring. some time
in April, but we have never xeen it and are unable to say what are
the species participating in it. Tt is said, however, that this spring
movenient is nothing like as great as the fall one, but it is regular and
well enongh marked to be noted by the farmers and other residents.

Altogether, it will he readily understood that this fligcht made a
areat impression upon us all, and as it seems unique, in many of its
phases, in the annals of ornithology, it forms one of the most import-
ant and interesting memories of 1’oiut I’elee.

70, =Accipiter cooperi—Cooper's Hawlk,

A fairly connmon hawk, and throngh all onr summer visits we have
usnally seen a few daily. They do not seem to increase in mmbers
during the Sharp-shin migration, and the only tendency to a “flight”
of this species that we have observed was Oct. 14, 190G, when fifteen
were seen or taken. Several were noted May 30 to June 1, but we
have no other spring dates, and our earliest fall one ix August 28,
1907.

T1.  *Aecipiter atricapillus,—American Goshawk.

The fall of 1906 was notable for the abundance of Goshawks in
certain parts of Ontario, and I'oint PPelee got its share of them. The
first intimation we had of their presence was a large hawk that we
could refer to no other species seen October 15 near the end of the
Point. Tt was not until Oct. 21 that our identification received con-
firntatory evidence when Gardner sent us an adult male, followed
by others Oct. 23 to Nov. 14—ten birds in all. Gardner reported them
mntil Jan. 18, when the last one was seen (see Auk XXI1V, 1907, p.
142). The flight in this section seemed confined to the Ontario-
Michigan boundary and its immediate vicinity on the Canadian side,
and there were no reports of any having crossed the lake into Ohio.

72, #Buteo borealis—Red-tailed ITawk,
We have never found any of the Buteos common at the Doint.
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Saunders says, “On the oceasion of the hawk (Sharp-shin) flight of
1882 one of these was taken and a very few others scen” Keays re-
ports one Sept. 21, 1001, 1In )05 we usually saw one a day, but dur-
ing our Neptember visits of 1906 we saw but one single bird.  Gard-
ner sent us one bird Nov, 16 the same year. Froni Augnst 24 to Sept.
6. 1907, we generally saw from one to three birds daily. We do not
think that any Red-tails breed on the PPoint.

73, *Buteo lincatus—Red-shouldered 1Tawk.

The Red-shouldered Hawk, contrary to what we should expect from
our experience here at Detroit, is the rarest of the Buleos on the
Point. Keays reports one Sept, 19, 1901, and two Buteos seen by us
Sept. S, 1905, were probably of this species.  Single individuals were
noted Sept. 1 and Oct. 1.4, 1906, and again May 31, 1907. Three or
more were seen Sept. 21, 1906, and an immature was presented to
us taken about I'eb. 28, 1907,

T4 F*Butco platypterus—Droad-winged ITawk.

This species seems to arrive in the fall, about the last of August,
onr earliest date being August 26, 1907, but it does not appear in any
numbers until the main body comes down withh the Sharp-shins.
Iven then not more than a dozen have been seen at any one time
(Nept. 18, 1906). Keays listed but three in September, 1901, Oct. 14,
1006, is our latest date, We have no spring records.

5. Archibuteo  lagopus  sancti-joliannis—>American  Rough-legged
ITawlk.

Saunders =aw one August 23, 1907, near the end of the Point as it
flew Dy at short range. This is au unusnally early record for this
section and likely gives no indication as to its migrational dates at
the P’oint.  Saunders is very positive as to his identification and it
forms our only record. 1t must, however, undoubtedly oceur in late
fall and ecarly spring in some numbers,  We lack personal experience
on the PPoint at such times.

6, Haliwetus lewcoeephalus (aluscanus?) . —( Northren ?) Bald Lagle.

As no specimens of thix species have been iaken the exact sub-spe-
citic name of the breeding form nist remain hypothetical, but in all
probability it will prove to Lie the Northern form. .\ pair breed an-
nually on the mainland near the base of the D'oint. May 13, 1905.
we noted the nest in a tall tree in a small pateh of woods about a
mile inlaud, .\ magnificent adult with white head and tail was beat-
ing about. and with our glasses we could make ont the eaglets
perched on the rim of the nest. During all our visits we have noted
from one to four eagles almost daily. Usually those secn are imma-
tures, but occasionally a fully adult bird flies over. Likely all those
noted in early and middle fall arve ot the same family before men-
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tioned. Gardner informs us that they are occasionally seen through
the winter. Sept. 18, 1906, we were watching an eagle soaring over the
lake, when all at once it lowered and seemed to plow along the surface of
the lake for a short way, throwing up a dash of spray on either side,
and then rose with something in its talons which it bore away to its
perch on a tall tree-top. This is the only time that we ever saw
them pick up anything from the lake, though we think they feed
quite largely on the dead fish that are washed up on the heach. Oct.
20, 1905, Taverner found the remains of a half grown turkey, at the
edgze of one of the fields, that had evidently been devoured by some
bird of prey. The eagles seem to he the only ones capable of this.
Several times during the Sharp-shin tlight we noted eagles so pes-
tered by aggressive little ,lccifn'l('rs that they were forced to soar
away from the vicinity.

T7. Falco percgrinus anatum,—Duck ITawlk.

A regular and not uncommon migrant in the fall, but we have never
seen it in spring. All have Dbeen sight records, but the pecul-
iar outline and wing action of the Duck Hawk make its identification
almost certain when one has had enough experience with the species
to become acquainted with its distinguishing traits. We have seen in-
dividuals as follows: Sept. 8, 1905, Sept. 19 and 21, 1906, August 28
and 20, 1907. The shooters know it very well and refer to it as that
“Big. black, long-winged IHawk.” so it must occur in some numbers.
Taverner had an interesting sight of one ot these birds in action on
Lake Muskoka, Ontario. A flock of Blue Jays was passing over the
lake when suddenly down swooped a Duck Hawk, into and through
their midst, like a dark brown thunderbolt. As he passed he reached -
to left and right and seemingly at the touch of his talons two life-
less bodies dropped into the lake. Then, while the surviving Jays
fled shrieking away, the bold marauder, with o long, circling sweep,
returned, and passing, recovered the floating bodies without as much
as wetting a toe. The whole strike and return was executed so quick-
Iy that it seemed to occupy no more than a couple of seconds’ time,
and well justified his name of “Bullet ITawk.”

8. *Falco columbarius,—I'igeon Hawk.

Keays saw two Sept. 17, 1901, one of which was taken. May 13,
1905, we saw one as it flew by close to us on the eastern shore. Since
then we have noted single individuals Sept. 16, 19 and 21, 1906, and
August 31, 1907. Saunders gives an interesting experience he had
with this species, which parallels that of Taverner's with the Duck
Hawk as described under that speciex. He says, “We had fired at
and wounded a Black-bellied Plover which was fiying over Lake Lrie.
The wounded bird was at once pursued by this falecon. Attaining a
height of thirty or forty feet above the plover, who was only five or
six feet above the water, the falcon swooped and missed—the plover
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dodging,  Again he rose and swooped, and again anissed.  This was
repesited perhaps =ix times, the birds drawing away northeast to-
wirds the nmdnland, when tinally the faleon was successful and
struck the plover. knocking him into the water.  Ile then rose, and
with a carernl swoop, picked him up and tlapped away to the PPoint
and we =aw him no more”

0. Fuleo sparverivs-—American Sparrow IHawlk.

On the Point proper this is not a cothmon hawk even during migra-
tions, and we do not think that it breeds there, though there isx plenty
of ground that looks eminently snitable. Bearing in mind that Spar-
row Ilawk tights have trom time to time been reported we lhave
looked for something of the sort here, hut =o far in vain, and ecaretul
questioning of the shooters hax elicited no information that points
towards its probability.  Indeed it seems as it this species avoids the
Poiut on its migrations as we have several times, Sept, -4, 1905, and
Nept. 3, 1906, found it more than ordinarily common on the mainland
and basal (uarter ot the Point, while searce as usual on the onter
portions.  We have noted them oceasionally on all SReptember visits,
but rarely more than single individuals, thouzgh Angust 24 to Sept.
6. 1907, a pair lnmg around the waste ¢learings near the extremity of
the oint and we =aw one or both nearly every day.

SO0 *Pandion halictus carolineasis—XAmerican Osprey.

A not unconunon spring and tall migrant, have not heard of any
breeding,  Saunders =aw a few in Neptember, 1882, We have noted
it on the following dates.— Nept. 6. 1965, one: Nept, 16, three: and 18,
one; and two Oct. 13, 1906, Received one male trom Gardner, taken
May 10, 1907, and from August 24 to Sept. 6, 1907, we saw individu-
als each day. Though eagles are rather plentiful we never saw one
molest an Osprey.

K1, lsio vecipitrinus.- Short-eared Owl.

Tersonally, we have never et thix bird on the Point, though the
shooters have often referred to the “Marsh Owl™ as sometinmes very
common on the marsh.  Their deseription allows no doubt as to what
they refer to. Withont doubt this is an occasional winter resident, as
in adjoining loealities.  Gardner reported one Oect, 13, 1906, and as
contnion some time previous to then, and his letiers refer to one seen
Jan, 18, 1907, 2o some may remain through the winter.

K20 *Otus asio—Sereech Owl,

Heard commonly on nearly all fall trips and once in May, 1907, In
all likeliliood a regular breeder. Two have heen taken—both in gay
phaxe.  Some of our pleasantest memories of Point Pelee are connect-
ed with this pretty little hird. As we sat in onr tent in the evening.
preparing specimens and writing the notes of the day, the soft, gently
descending tremulo ot its song wonld reach our ears from the hlack-



TAVERNER AND SWALES, oN Birps oF PoiNt PELEE. 99

ness of the woods across the road.  Occasionally two would he heard
answering each other across the dark gulf overhead and the effect
was very far from unpleasant. One night one was heard closer than
nsual and one of us stole out and stealthily followed up the voice.
There was an open glade not far away with a lonely, stunted and
twisted oak in its center. In this tree the little owl sat and repeated
his love song over and over. Nhortly it was joined by another and
they sang duets in the well known quaver, but to the heaver helow
came fragments of cooings and gurgles in between such s he never
thought an owl could utter. To attempt to set them down in cold
print would, if possible. roh them of their delicate beauty and destroy
the sentiment. Desidex, we could not do it and retain a shadow of
our self-respect. The loug, loud quaver wax, of course, for tlie whole
world to hear, and to it you would be welcome ; but the low parts he-
fween were ax certainly for no other ears than the little grey-tipped
ones by his side, and to blazen them forthh and caricature them he-
tore the world's nmsympathetic eyve would Le the act of a veritable
cad. The night may have had something to do with it, the velvety
blackness, the starlit <ky and tlhe murmuring of the waves on the
shore, but taking into eonsideration all these influencing surround-
ings we think that few sounds in nature arve ax sweet as the love song
of this little square gentleman in grey with the hig yellow eyex whom
hardened naturalists call “Sereech™ Owl,

83, *Bubo virginianus—Great Ilorned Owl,

Not common, though doubtless a regular migrant and winter resi-
dent. Sept. 13, 190G, Gardner shot one near his harn.  Specimens
were sent us from the Point Nov, 13, 1906, and 1Yeb. 23, 1907, and an-
other was noted March 7 and May 31 of the =ame year. In spite of
this late record we have been unable to get any evidence from the
residents that it breeds.

84 ENyctca nyctea,—Snowy Owl.

Oct. 20, 1905, Taverner chased an early bird down the entire length
of the east beach. It was quite tame and several times he got close
enongh to make out that it was very white with hardly any dark on
the Dreast and but few spots on the wings and back. It did not fly
very far on heing disturbed. and always chose some small elevation
to alight upon, such as a log of Arift wood, or other jetsam cast up
by the waves. Trees were never so used, though there were several
cottonwoods scattered along the way, but any tall stake or fence post
was taken whenever available. Its snowy plumage could be seen for
miles against the tawny grasses and yellow sand of the heach. No
more bhirds were reported that winter, bhut Oet. 30, 1906, an almost
pure white one was sent to us and another in more ordinary plumage
-Nov. 7. No more were reported for the remainder of the winter. See -
Auk XX1V 1907, p. 143,



